ere gt /Ax 
4 A SHORT ACCOUNT. 23 
3 OF THE Sg 


PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY, +. - 


INSTITUTED SEPTEMBER 1788, 


For the Promotion of Induſtry, and the Reform of the 
Criminal Poor. DE. | 


PRESIDENT. 
His GRACE the DUKE of LEEDS. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS., 
Right Hon. Earl Aylesford, Ald. Sir James Sanderſon. 
Right Hon. Viſc. Bulkeley. George Hardinge, Eſq. M. P. 
Right Hon. Viſc. Cremorne. Lieut. Gen. Rainsford, M. P. 


Honourable Philip Puſey. James Sims, M. D. 
COMMITTEE, | 
William Houliſton, Eſq. J. J. Angerſtein, Eſq... 
Sir Joleph Andrews, Bart. ohn Swale, Eſq. 
Samuel Beachcroft, Eſq, omas Gataker, Eſq. 
ohn Harman, Eſq. Abraham Winterbottom, Eſq. 
omas Palmer, Eſq. Samuel Whitbread, Eſq. 
C. Letſom, M. D. F. R. S. Joſeph Ballard, Eſq. 
omas Boddington, Eſq. Rev. W. Agutter, M. A. 
William Browne, Eſq. R. W. Dickſon, M. D. 
Thomas Hibbert, Eſq. | 1 Harman, Eſq. 
eremiah Bentham, Eſq. ev. ]. Grindlay, L.L.D. 
Fame: Martin, Eſq. M. P. Lieut, Col. Harnage. 
enry Jackſon, Eſq, | | 


VISITORS, 
B. Hutton, Eſq. G. Blackman, Eſq. J. H. Hooper, Eſq. Mr. Provo. 


AUDITORS OF ACCOMP TS. 
G. Adams, Eſq. James Arbouin, Eſq. Rev, Mr. Neale, 


Edward Gale Boldero, Eſq. Treaſurer, 
Rev. Dr. Gregory, Chaplain Superintendant. 
J. J. Prichard, Secretary, Doctors“ Commons. 
Mr. Thomas Ruſſel, Steward. 
Mr. Thomas Brown. Mr. B. Smith, Collectors. 


„ The Committee meet every Thurſday, at 11 o'clock in the fore- 
ncon, at St. Paul's Coffce-houſe, St, Paul's Church-yard. 


IT is @ well-known faft, that, of the multitudes who fall 
victims to the violated laws of their country, the majority are 
| actually 
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aftually trained and educated by experienced thieves, in 4 


courſe of diſhoneſly, and are as regularly brought up to this 
way of life as other perſons are to common trades or profeſ- 


ſions. Hence their great dexterity and adroitneſs in all the 


departments of this dangerous ſyſtem ; hence their union with 
each other, which renders their attempts ſo much the more 


formidable, and frequently eludes the purſuit of juſtice, 


The PailaNTHROPIC SOCIETY aims at the prevention 
of crimes, by removing out of the way of evil counſel, and evil 
company, thoſe children, who are, in the preſent ſtate of 
things, deſtined to ruin. They propoſe to educate and inſtruct 
in ſome uſeful trade or occupation, the children of convias, 
or other infant poor who are engaged in vagrant or crimi- 
nal courſes ; thus to break the chain of thoſe pernicious con- 
| federactes, deprive the wicked of ſucceſſors, the jails of inha- 
bitants, juſtice of it's victims, and, by all theſe means, add 
citizens to ſociety. 


This inflitution is not only calculated to decreaſe vice and 
infamy, but to increaſe uſeful induſtry ; ſo that thoſe children 
who would otherwiſe ſucceed to their parents' hereditary 
crimes, and become the next race of beggars and thieves, will 
now be taught to ſupply by honeſt means their own wants and 
the wants of others. 


To carry into effect theſe deſirable purpoſes, it is the firſt 
buſineſs of the Society to ſelect from priſons, and from the 
haunts of vice, profligacy, and beggary, ſuch objects as appear 
moſt likely to become obnoxious to the laws, or prejudicial to 
the community; and, in the execution of this duty, the aſhſtance 
of the Magiſtrates, the Clergy, and all who are intereſted in 
the promotion of good morals and good government, is moſt 
earneſtly requeſted, © 
For 
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For the empleyment of the children, ſeveral houſes are ſup- 
Ported, at Cambridge Heath, near Hackney, in each of which 
a maſter-workman is placed for the purpoſe of teaching the 
children ſome uſeful trade. The trades already eſtabliſhed are 
thoſe of a Printer, Carpenter, Shoemaker, and Taylor, The 
girls are at preſent educated as menial ſervants, 


Childhood is a ſeaſon admirably calculated for virtuous im- 
preſſuons. The mind is tender and flexible. The diſpoſition is 
moulded entirely by education. The miſerable ſituation of in- 


| fant thieves peculiarly diſpoſes them for ihe reception of better 


habits. In that wretched ſtate, having been expoſed to extreme 
want, to ſeverity und contempt, it is impoſſible they ſhould 
not feel the comforts of their ſituation under the Philanthropic 
Society, whenever they contraſt them with the evils from which 
they have lately been reſcued. 


Theſe facts, indeed, meet the fulleſt illuſtration from the 
preſent ſlate of the REroRm, which now protefts upwards of 
70 children, among whom are many who have been guilty of 


various felomes, burglaries,. and other crimes. Yet, ſingular 


as it may appear, in leſs than two years, theſe very children 
have become no leſs remarkable for induſtry, acliviiy, decency, 
and obedience, than they formerly were for the contrary vices. 


Such are the grounds on which the Philanthropic Soctety 
now claims the attention, and ſolicits the patronage of the 
Public. 


we regard humanity and religion, this inſtitution opens 
an aſylum to the moſt forlorn and abjeft of the human race. 
I. befriends the moſt /riendleſs. It faves from the certain and 


fatal conſequences of infamy and vicious courſes, orphans and 
deſerted children, 
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If we regard national proſperity and tht Public welfare, 
Ut is calculated to increaſe induſtry ; and it direfs that in- 


duſtry in the moſt uſeful and neceſſary channels. 


Tf we regard ſelf-intereſt, it's immediate object is, to pro- 
tet our perſons from aſſault and murder, our property from 
depredation, and our peaceful habilations from the deſperate 
fury of midnight incendiaries. 


One Guinea, per annum, conſtitutes a Member of the Society; and 
Ten Pounds, at one payment, a Member for life. A life-ſubſcription, 
or an annual payment of at leaſt Two Guineas, 1s a neceflary quali- 
fication for being elected on the Committee. 


Subſcriptions continue to be received only by the Treaſurer, Secretary, 
and Collectors, and at the following Bankers: 


Baron Dimſdale, Sons, and Barnard, Cornhill. 

Sir Robert Herries and Co. St. James's ſtreet. 

Sir James Eſdaile, Eſdaile, Hammett and Eſdaile, Lombard- 
ſtreet. 

Meſſrs. Boldero, Adey, Luſhington and Boldero, Cornhill. 

Meſſrs. Thomas Coutts, and Co. Strand. 

Meſſrs. Dorrien, Mello, Martin, and Harriſon, Finch-lane. 

Meſſrs. Ranſom, Morland, and Hammerſley, Pall-Mall. 

Meſſrs. Hoares, Fleet-ſtreet. 

Meſſrs. Vere, Lucadou, and Co. Lombard-ſtreet, 

Sir James Sanderſon, Rt. Harriſon, Brenchley, Bloxam, and 
Co. Southwark. 

I Meſſrs. Preſcott, Grote, Culverden and Hollingworth, Thread- 

| needle· ſtreet. 
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